
FIRST LESSON  ACTS 17:1-12
1When Paul and Silas had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2As was his 
custom, Paul went to the Jews, and on three Sabbath days he led them in 
a discussion from the Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that the Christ 
had to suffer and rise from the dead. He also said, “This Jesus I am 
proclaiming to you is the Christ.” 4Some of them were persuaded and 
joined Paul and Silas, as did a great number of God-fearing Greeks and 
more than a few of the prominent women.

5But the Jews became jealous and gathered from the marketplace 
some wicked men, who formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They 
rushed to Jason’s house and searched for Paul and Silas in order to bring 
them out to the mob. ->



6When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the 
brothers before the city officials, shouting, “These men, who have stirred 
up trouble all over the world, have come here too, 7and Jason has 
welcomed them as guests! They are all acting contrary to Caesar’s 
decrees, saying that there is another king, Jesus!” 8The crowd and the 
city officials were stirred up when they heard these things. 9They took a 
security bond from Jason and the others and then let them go.

10That same night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. 
When they arrived, they went into the Jewish synagogue. 11Now the 
Bereans were more noble-minded than the Thessalonians. They received 
the word very eagerly and examined the Scriptures every day to see if 
these things were so.
12Many of them believed, along with more than a few prominent Greek 
women and men.



SECOND LESSON  1 PETER 2:4-10
4As you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by 
God and precious, 5you also, like living stones, are being built as a 
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, in order to bring spiritual 
sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it says 
in Scripture:

See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame. 
7Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for those who 
do not believe: The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone, 8and, a stone over which they stumble and a rock over 
which they fall. Because they continue to disobey the word, they 
stumble over it. And that is the consequence appointed for them. ->



9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
the people who are God’s own possession, so that you may 
proclaim the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10At one time you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but 
now you have been shown mercy.



SERMON TEXT – John 14
1“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I 
would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 3And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to be 
with me, so that you may also be where I am. 4You know where I am 
going, and you know the way.”

5“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, 
“so how can we know the way?”

6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No 
one comes to the Father, except through me. 7If you know me, you 
would also know my Father. From now on you do know him and have 
seen him.” ->



8“Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.”
9“Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still 

do not know me, Philip? The one who has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Don’t you believe 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I am 
telling you I am not speaking on my own, but the Father who remains 
in me is doing his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the 
Father is in me. Or else believe because of the works themselves.

12“Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me will do 
the works that I am doing. And he will do even greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father.”


